CONGRESSMAN RICK BOUCHER

Appropriations Requests

(By Subcommittee)

April 3, 2009

Agriculture

Project Name: 
Biodesign and Processing Research Center, VA

Amount: 

$1,500,000
Recipient: 

Virginia Polytechnic Institute and State University

219 Burruss Hall (0116)

Blacksburg, VA 24061

Explanation of the Request: The funding is for Virginia Tech for the Biodesign and Bioprocessing Research Center's (BRPC) research. The Center will enhance the capabilities and economic viability of farmers, agribusiness industries and the forest products industry by conducting cutting edge basic and applied research for production of organic crops; the design, production and recovery of industrial enzymes and pharmaceuticals from transgenic crops; and for conversion of agricultural wastes to value-added products such as advanced biofuels, fertilizers and other industrial products. The research is a valuable use of federal funds which will benefit Virginia’s agriculture economy.
Project Name: 
Dabney S. Lancaster Community College Geographic Information Systems Laboratory

Amount: 

$310,000
Recipient: 

Dabney S. Lancaster Community College

1000 Dabney Drive

Clifton Forge, VA 24422

Explanation of the Request: The funding will be used to create a state-of-the-art Geographic Information Systems (GIS) Laboratory at Dabney S. Lancaster Community College that will enhance the College's Forestry Technology AAS Degree Program and promote the creation of a new certificate option to meet current and prospective employer demands. The College's Forestry Technology Program is the only two-year forestry program in the state of Virginia and the only two-year program in the state that is recognized by the Society of American Foresters. Funding the GIS lab is an excellent federal investment because the lab will train more Alleghany County residents for jobs within the County.
Project Name:
Sustainable Engineered Materials from Renewable Sources, VA

Amount: 

$900,000
Recipient: 

Virginia Polytechnic Institute and State University

219 Burruss Hall (0116)

Blacksburg, VA 24061

Explanation of the Request: The funding is for the Sustainable Engineered Materials from Renewable Resources (SEMRR) initiative at Virginia Tech. The SEMRR initiative is designed to ensure an economically and environmentally sustainable supply of renewable resources for building construction materials and allied products. The SEMRR will study the long-range economic and environmental effect of reducing industrial timberland requirements by decreasing dependence on lumber products and introducing high-yield composite products.

Project Name: 
Center for Inland Marine Aquaculture

Amount: 

$800,000
Recipient: 

Virginia Polytechnic Institute and State University

219 Burruss Hall (0116)

Blacksburg, VA 24061

Explanation of the Request: The funding will be used to strengthen an existing public/private partnership with West Virginia University and aquaculture industry. The structured and collaborative partnerships which will be furthered by this funding will enable the development of a vertically integrated seafood production industry. The seafood production facilities will utilize state-of-the-art recirculation aquaculture systems to grow millions of pounds of fish and shellfish using environmentally sustainable methods that also contribute to alternative energy production. The ability to produce domestic seafood inland provides a tremendous opportunity to ensure an abundant supply of safe seafood while creating an industry that provides economic benefits for Virginia and West Virginia.

Defense

Project Name:  
Center for Injury Biomechanics

Amount: 

$4,000,000
Recipient:  

Virginia Polytechnic Institute and State University
219 Burruss Hall (0116)

Blacksburg, VA 24061

Explanation of the Request:  While the technological advancements such as night vision goggles and communications equipment have dramatically increased the effectiveness of the individual soldier on the battlefield, they have increased the load being supported by the neck, disposing the soldier to additional fatigue and risk for traumatic injury.  Reducing the risk of injury from these stresses will be addressed in this project.  Furthermore, nearly 50% of combat losses have resulted from injuries caused by Improvised Explosive Devices (IEDs).  Due to the increased use of body armor, combat injuries to the head and neck occur at a rate approximately four times greater than torso injuries. This research plan advances the national defense by providing a tool to measure and evaluate the risk of brain injury from blast and blunt loading.

Commerce, Justice, Science

Project Name: 
Local Law Enforcement Technology for Smyth County

Amount: 

$235,000
Recipient: 

Smyth County

121 Bagley Circle

Suite 100

Marion, VA 24354

Explanation of the Request: The funding will be used to purchase new radio equipment. The radios which are currently in use by law enforcement officials in Smyth County Virginia have limited channel capacity. This makes it difficult for officials to communicate with officers from different agencies. The acquisition of new radios for law enforcement officers will ensure that officers will be able to communicate effectively with officers in other agencies during times of emergency.

Project Name: 
Law Enforcement Technology Grant for Lee County

Amount: 

$750,000
Recipient: 

Lee County

Post Office Box 367

Jonesville, VA 24263

Explanation of the Request: The funding will be used to purchase new radio equipment. Law enforcement personnel in Lee County Virginia are in the process of upgrading communications capability. The acquisition of new radios for law enforcement officers will ensure that officers will be able to communicate effectively with officers in other agencies during times of emergency.

Project Name: 
New River Valley Emergency System

Amount: 

$1,500,000
Recipient: 

Blacksburg Police Department

200 Clay St., SW

Blacksburg, VA 24060

Explanation of the Request: The funding would be used for a joint regional effort to provide interoperable communications among a number of law enforcement agencies located in the New River Valley in Virginia. The funding would enable the purchase of equipment to establish an interoperable communications system among the law enforcement agencies in the Town of Blacksburg, the Town of Christiansburg, Montgomery County, the City of Radford, Radford University and Virginia Tech.

Interior and the Environment

Project Name:  
Alleghany Wastewater Treatment Plant

Amount: 

$1,000,000
Recipient: 

Alleghany County, VA

9212 Winterberry Avenue

Suite A

Covington, VA 24426

Explanation of the Request: The funding will be used to construct a regional wastewater treatment plant. The new treatment plant will replace an existing, failing treatment plant serving the town of Clifton Forge and extend service to areas of Alleghany County without wastewater service. The new wastewater treatment plant will enable growth in the number of businesses and residents in Alleghany County.
Project Name: 
Pocahontas/Northern Tazewell County Regional Wastewater Project

Amount: 

$1,329,328
Recipient: 

Tazewell County Public Service Authority

Post Office Box 190

North Tazewell, VA 24630

Explanation of the Request: The funding will be used for the continuation of a regional wastewater project. The funds will be spent for construction and related services associated with the replacement of the main sewer interceptor line and all appurtenances. The regional wastewater project is a valuable federal investment because it improves water quality while at the same time supporting growth in the number of businesses and residents in the region.
Project Name: 
Fairwood Horse Camp

Amount: 

$7,400,000
Recipient: 

U.S. Forest Service

1400 Independence Ave, SW

Washington, DC 20250

Explanation of the Request: The funding will be used to design and construct the Fairwood Horse Camp in Grayson County, Virginia. The proposed camp is being planned to replace two existing horse camps which are heavily used and immediately adjacent to Route 603 (Mount Rogers Scenic Byway) and the Fox Creek watershed. The high public use at the camps is causing adverse affects on the Fox Creek watershed, and the existing facility does not meet the public demand for camping in the area. The new camp would be located across the road and would provide a high quality camping experience which would not adversely affect the Fox Creek watershed. The new camp will significantly benefit Grayson County’s growing tourism economy, an important part of which is the County’s abundance of unique horse trails which draw visitors from across the country.
Financial Services

Project Name: 
Craig County Incubator

Amount: 

$250,000
Recipient: 

Craig County

303 Main Street

New Castle, VA 24127

Explanation of the Request: The funding would be used to complete a feasibility study and plan for the renovation of a former manufacturing facility in Craig County, Virginia. The County has acquired a facility which it hopes to develop into a small business incubator, and the County has received numerous inquiries from budding entrepreneurs interested in an incubator facility. The funding would be used to study the feasibility of converting the County's building into a small business incubator.

Project Name: 
Small Business Incubator for the Town of Fries

Amount:

 $250,000
Recipient: 

Town of Fries

Post Office Box 453

Fries, VA 24330

Explanation of the Request: The funding would be used to complete a feasibility study and plan for the construction of a small business incubator in the Town of Fries, Virginia. The incubator would be constructed on the site of a former textile mill which the Town is working to redevelop. The growing number of tourism related businesses in the Town of Fries has generated numerous inquiries from local entrepreneurs interested in an incubator facility.

Project Name: 
Energy Technology And Small Business Incubation Program

Amount: 

$200,000
Recipient: 

Virginia Highlands Community College

100 VHCC Drive

Abingdon, VA 24212

Explanation of the Request: The funding will be used to establish a new certificate program and an Associate in Applied Science degree at the Virginia Highlands Community College. Funding will be used for curriculum development and the purchase of equipment including solar and wind power generation systems, fuel cell equipment, a hydrogen generator, and installation of a geothermal unit. The new curriculum will integrate opportunities for students to complete cooperative education and internship experiences alongside businesses at the Southwest Virginia Clean Energy Research and Development Center.

Labor HHS

Project Name: 
Southwest Virginia Community College Green Jobs Training Program

Amount: 

$400,000
Recipient: 

Southwest Virginia Community College

635 Community College Road

T306

Richlands, VA 24641

Explanation of the Request: The funding will be used by Southwest Virginia Community College (SWCC) to train students for green-collar jobs in rural communities. These jobs create pathways out of poverty, or to better employment, in the clean energy economy and help bolster the economies of impoverished sections of rural Virginia. SWCC is a public institution of higher education, serving approximately 6,000 students annually from the counties of Buchanan, Dickenson, Russell and Tazewell, Virginia.

Project Name: 
Bluestone Workforce Training Center

Amount: 

$500,000
Recipient: 

Tazewell County

106 East Main Street

Tazewell, VA 24651

Explanation of the Request: The Bluestone Workforce Training Center will serve the emerging workforce, underemployed, dislocated and incumbent workers and local businesses. The project's effect will be the training and retraining of the region's workforce for the new IT, clean energy and advanced manufacturing jobs that he region's economic development community is pursuing.

Project Name: 
Jacksonville Center for the Arts 

Amount: 

$200,000
Recipient: 

Jacksonville Center for the Arts

220 Parkway Lane

Suite 1

Floyd, VA 24091

Explanation of the Request: The funding would be used by the Jacksonville Center for the Arts in Floyd, Virginia for workforce training. The funding would be used to purchase computer equipment and software and to train instructors. These purchases would enable the expansion of the Center's existing program for job retraining and employability. The Center currently offers programs onsite and in conjunction with local partners. The existing program addresses beginner needs for job search and office/computer training. The program enabled by the requested funding would build on that foundation by offering more advanced courses to enhance employability. For example, the program would include training on database management, desktop publishing and customer service skills.

Project Name: 
University of Virginia-Wise Voice Over Internet Protocol

Amount: 

$789,320
Recipient: 

University of Virginia-Wise

1 College Ave.

Wise, VA 24293

Explanation of the Request: The University of Virginia's College at Wise will use the funding for the installation of a new Voice Over Internet Protocol (VoIP) telephone system to replace the current aging analog telephone system. By utilizing Southwest Virginia's rural broadband network, this VoIP system will provide reliable and enhanced service and add crucial capabilities for emergency messaging and response group communications. A key focus of the technology adoption will be modeling and demonstrating the technology through the school's Emerging Technologies Learning Center. The new system will enable the school to provide additional learning opportunities and communicate more effectively with students, especially in times of emergencies.
Energy and Water

Project Name: 
Beaver Creek & Tribs., Bristol, Tennessee
Amount: 

$500,000
Recipient: 

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Nashville District

3701 Bell Road

Nashville, TN 37214

Explanation of the Request: The funding would be used to complete construction on a flood control project related to flooding along Beaver Creek in the Cities of Bristol, Virginia and Tennessee. Nearly all of the downtown businesses in the Cities of Bristol, Virginia and Tennessee are affected by flooding that occurs along Beaver Creek and its tributaries. Several residential neighborhoods and businesses in the outlying communities have also been affected by floods. There is considerable local support for continuation of the project.

Project Name: 
Center for Advanced Separation Technologies

Amount: 

$3,000,000
Recipient: 

Virginia Tech

219 Burruss Hall (0116)

Blacksburg, VA 24061

Explanation of the Request: Mining companies have historically not invested in research for competitive reasons. Under this situation, federal government must step in and help universities develop technologies, while at the same time training the future work force. Otherwise, the U.S. mining companies will continue to use inefficient technologies that can create serious environmental damages. Fossil energy, which accounts for 86% of the U.S. energy consumption, is an important area for federal investment for both energy supply and environmental reason. This research will provide jobs in Southwest Virginia through the recovery of coal lines and will improve the environment at the same time. 

The proposed coal cleaning project will help the coal mining region in Southwest Virginia in particular. The new technologies can be used to recover the fine coal that has been discarded in numerous waste coal impoundments. This will create high-paying jobs in the district. It is estimated that there are 2.5 to 3 billion tons of recoverable coal discarded in hundreds of impoundments located mostly in Appalachia. In addition, this process will result in the elimination of ponds that endanger many communities.

Project Name: 
Chestnut Creek in Galax, Virginia

Amount: 

$200,000
Recipient: 

U.S. Corps of Engineers, Huntington District

502 Eighth Street

Huntington, WV 25701

Explanation of the Request: The funding would be used for the initiation and completion of a Floodplain Management Services special study at full federal expense. The City of Galax Local Protection Project was executed in 1951, and there is concern regarding how well the project serves the area currently with regard to flood protection. The study will enable an examination of the current flood protection system with regard to the requirements of a probabilistic storm based approach.

Project Name: 
Levisa and Tug Forks and Upper Comberland River, WV, VA and KY
Amount: 

$7,000,000
Recipient: 

U.S. Corps of Engineers, Huntington District

502 Eighth Street

Huntington, WV 25701

Explanation of the Request: The funding is for the continuation of ongoing project for flood control and redevelopment in town of Grundy, VA and Buchanan and Dickenson Counties, VA. The funding will enable continuation of the voluntary floodproofing and acquisition and administration of the pedestrian bridge contract and the completion of the implementation of flood warning and emergency evacuation plans in Buchanan and Dickenson Counties.

Project Name: 
Clinch River Watershed, Virginia 

Amount: 

$250,000
Recipient: 

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Nashville District

3701 Bell Road

Nashville, TN 37214

Explanation of the Request: The funding would be used to continue a feasibility study for ecosystem restoration and flood control in the Clinch River watershed, which includes portions of the Virginia counties of Wise, Lee, Scott, Dickenson, Russell and Tazewell. The Clinch River Basin is an area of great ecological diversity. In fact, the area has been designated by the Nature Conservancy as the top conservation priority in the nation based upon the ecological diversity and the number of federally protected species located in the basin.

Project Name: 
New River, Claytor Lake, Virginia 
Amount: 

$300,000
Recipient: 

U.S. Corps of Engineers, Huntington District

502 Eighth Street

Huntington, WV 25701

Explanation of the Request: The funding would be used to initiate the Pre-construction, Engineering and Design phase for the Claytor Lake Ecosystem Restoration project which would restore habitat features, establish emergent, transitional and terrestrial vegetation and enable construction of embayment or wetland features in Claytor Lake in Pulaski County, Virginia.

Project Name: 
Big Sandy Watershed Re-evaluation, KY and VA 

Amount: 

$200,000
Recipient: 

U.S. Corps of Engineers, Huntington District

502 Eighth St.

Huntington, WV 25701

Explanation of the Request: The funding would be used to initiate a study of the Big Sandy Watershed. There are six reservoir projects in the Big Sandy Watershed. There have been requests made for additional whitewater releases at Flannagan Dam within this system. In addition, there are regional water supply demands within the region and the need for environmental sustainability and enhancement. The re-evaluation of the watershed which this funding would enable would allow for a collaborative watershed approach to optimize benefits of the region's project for flood damage reduction, water supply, water quality, recreation and environmental sustainability.

Project Name: 
Alternative Energy Training And Demonstration Project

Amount: 

$1,100,000
Recipient: 

New River Community College

5251 College Drive

Dublin, VA 24084

Explanation of the Request: The Alternative Energy Training and Demonstration project will address employer needs identified by the American Public Power Association (APPA) as well as regional and national priorities for the increased use of green technologies in energy production. Approximately 45 percent of workers in electric and natural gas utilities are expected to reach retirement in the next few years and this aging workforce is not being replaced by adequately prepared younger workers. Particularly acute is the need for appropriately trained Power Generating Plan Technicians, Power Distribution Technicians, Instrumentation Technicians, Electrical Technicians, and skilled electrical workers. New River Community College already offers several of these programs, however is in need of additional resources to help meet the growing needs of the energy industry. These curricula include associate degree programs in Electrical Engineering Technology and in Control Automation and Instrumentation Technology, with the latter operating as one of only two such programs in the United States.

To meet industry needs with emphasis on alternative energy and green technology applications, New River Community College would use federal funding to update its electrical engineering technology program to integrate training for the power industry;  update its instrumentation and control automation curriculum to include content relevant to the needs of modern power plants; develop and deliver a certificate program in alternative energy (wind, photovoltaic, geothermal, solar); and develop workforce development courses for construction trades in support of energy industry needs.

Project Name: 
 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Southwest Virginia Clean Coal and Renewable Energy R&D Field Lab

Amount: 

$4,550,000
Recipient: 

Southwest Virginia Higher Education Center

P.O. Box 1987

Abingdon, VA 24212

Explanation of the Request:  The funding is for  SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1the Southwest Virginia Higher Education Center (SWVHEC) for equipment for a new clean energy research center.  SWVHEC is a multi-university education and conference facility located in Washington County, Virginia.  More than 70 Bachelor’s degree completion programs as well as Master’s and Doctoral degrees are available at the Center.  The Center has received more than $8 million from the Virginia Tobacco Commission to design and build a LEED Platinum field lab for research to test innovative energy processes and products.  The funding will be used to equip the laboratory.

Transportation HUD

Project Name: 
Bioenergy Production Opportunities in Alleghany Highlands

Amount: 

$730,000
Recipient: 

Alleghany Highlands Economic Development Corporation

1000 Dabney Drive

Suite 510

Clifton Forge, VA 24422

Explanation of the Request: The funding would be used by the Alleghany Highlands Economic Development Corporation to initiate and complete studies to assess the availability of biomass resources required to sustain a bioenergy facility and to identify the most viable technology to complement the region's biomass resources. The Alleghany Highlands region potentially offers the availability of biomass and infrastructure to support bioenergy delivery as well as a customer for lower value energy byproducts generated through the production of bioenergy. The study will assist the Alleghany Highlands in identifying and developing new avenues of economic opportunity for its residents.
Project Name: 
Konnarock Retreat House

Amount:

 $500,000
Recipient: 

Konnarock Retreat House

6404 Whitetop Road

Troutdale, VA 24292

Explanation of the Request: The funding will be used to assist with the repair and renovation of the Konnarock Retreat House. The facility, which is listed under the National Historical Sites Registry, was previously owned by the Forest Service and fell into severe disrepair. Ownership of the facility has been transferred to a local non-profit community group which is undertaking the effort to restore and renovate the building for use as a community center. The funds will assist the group in its efforts to refurbish the facility and its grounds. The new community center will not only restore a site of historical significance but provide a new resource for Konnarock residents.
Project Name: 
Second Harvest Food Bank

Amount: 

$500,000
Recipient: 

Southwestern Virginia Second Harvest Food Bank

1025 Electric Road

Salem, VA 24153

Explanation of the Request: The funding would be used for the purchase and renovation of an existing building to serve as the Southwest Virginia Second Harvest Food Bank located in Abingdon, Virginia. The Food Bank is currently operating beyond the capacity of its 9,000 square foot leased space. The Food Bank is the only non-profit organization in Southwest Virginia that secures and distributes donated food through a partnership with member agencies. There are currently 92 local feeding charities which rely on the Food Bank for food supply. The current facility is in poor condition and does not meet the food management compliance of the national America's Second Harvest organization.

Project Name: 
Virginia Highlands Airport

Amount: 

$1,300,000
Recipient:

 Virginia Highlands Airport

P.O. Box 631

Abingdon, VA 24212

Explanation of the Request: The funding will be for Virginia Highlands Airport for engineering services and land acquisition related to a project which will lengthen the runway at the airport. The project is necessary to further the economic development efforts of Washington County and the surrounding area.

Project Name: 
Virginia Tech Airport

Amount: 

$3,000,000
Recipient: 

Virginia Tech Airport

1600 Ramble Road

Blacksburg, VA 24060

Explanation of the Request: The funding is for the rehabilitation of the runway at the Virginia Tech Airport in Blacksburg, Virginia. The condition of the runway has deteriorated due to age.

Project Name: 
Mountain Empire Airport

Amount: 

$1,500,000
Recipient: 

Smyth-Wythe Airport Commission

P.O. Box 885

Marion, VA 24354

Explanation of the Request: The funding will be used for rehabilitation of the Mountain Empire Airport's runway which has deteriorated due to age.

Project Name: 
Twin County Airport

Amount: 

$2,000,000
Recipient: 

Twin County Airport Commission

504 Airport Road

Hillsville, VA 24343

Explanation of the Request: The funding will be used to remove obstructions from the runway safety area at Twin County Airport. This work is necessary to enable the future construction of hangars at the airport.

Project Name: 
Appalachian Service Project

Amount: 

$400,000
Recipient: 

Appalachian Service Project

Jonesville Center

Star Castle Hill Drive

Jonesville, VA 24263

Explanation of the Request: The funding would be used to provide emergency home repair for households which cannot afford to make necessary repairs. The rising cost of building supplies and fuel has hindered ASP's ability to expand the services that it provides to low income families in Virginia. The funding would assist ASP in repairing more homes and meeting the cost associated with housing, feeding, and providing other accommodations for volunteers in Virginia.

Project Name: 
Birthplace of Country Music Alliance

Amount: 

$1,000,000
Recipient: 

Birthplace of Country Music Alliance

P.O. Box 216

Bristol, TN 37621

Explanation of the Request: The funding will be used for the renovation of and addition to a structure in Downtown Bristol for use as the Birthplace of Country Music Alliance Cultural Heritage Center. The Cultural Heritage Center will include temporary and permanent exhibits that trace the history, cultural influences and development of country music through a sequence of audio visual experiences which will allow visitors the opportunity to experience Bristol's rich musical tradition first hand. The facility will also include space for educational initiatives, live musical performances, lectures and film series and other outreach activities. The facility will provide BCMA with a permanent facility to house its operations in furtherance of the organization's mission, which is to tell the story of the musical and cultural heritage of the region, its role in the birth and development of country music, and its influence on music around the world. The Cultural Heritage Center will benefit Southwest Virginia’s tourism economy, a key asset of which is the region’s musical heritage.
