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include not only charging customers for an Internet
connection but also assessing a fee on Web sites to
enable their customers to reach them more quickly.

Essentially, what these executives are proposing is
the creation of a two-lane Internet where larger, more
established Web sites with financial resources that
pay for fast-lane access will be able to squeeze out
smaller, emerging Web sites.

One must ask what will happen to the next Google or
Yahoo struggling in a garage today, if new, innovative
companies (that must often give away their services
as they strive to become established) are stuck with
inferior, slow-lane Internet access, simply because
they lack the resources to pay the toll-booth keepers.
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FUTURE HELP? This potential problem would be
eliminated by market competition in the delivery of
high-speed Internet access. But many consumers
today are up against a duopoly; a single telephone A
company and a single cable company are the sole . TECH WHITE PAPERS
broadband providers in most communities. Our ‘® Most Recent
experience with cell phones teaches us that, in
general, the true benefits of competition only occur
when a market is served by three or more providers.

. ¥ Most Popular

But that competition does not exist today. In its absence, a firm principle of network
neutrality is essential. With two simple new rules, and without hurting consumers or
limiting innovation, telephone companies could launch an array of new services,
including high-quality multichannel television.

Under the first requirement, broadband providers would be prohibited from
blocking, interfering with, or impairing the ability of Internet users to access lawful
content, applications, and services on the Internet. Under the second principle, the
broadband operators would be prohibited from favoring themselves or their
affiliates in the allocation, use, or quality of Internet access services.

PROTECTING CHOICE. Consistent with these rules, a broadband provider could
prioritize a category of its own bits, such as video, if it also prioritized all video bits
traveling over its pipes at no cost to other service providers. Internet providers
could also take reasonable and nondiscriminatory steps to manage their networks
for technical efficiency, to protect network security, and to prevent illegal activity.

This simple, straightforward approach would preserve consumer choice and the
openness and accessibility that have been the hallmark of the Internet. Under this
approach, the incubation of new Internet-based products and services will continue
Internet links will be controlled by an even smaller number of companies whose
reach will span the nation. A clear rule to assure Internet openness and
accessibility is, therefore, even more urgently required.

Simply put, to foster the conditions that have contributed so much to our economy
and our way of life, we need to avoid a two-lane Internet, controlled by incumbents
manning toll booths. That's the net on net neutrality.

Rick Boucher represents the Ninth District of Virginia in the U.S. House of
Representatives. A Democrat, Boucher is the co-founder and currently a co-chair of the
Congressional Internet Caucus




